
 
 

 
STARworks Korea and Japan Arts and Culture Tour 2019 
Itinerary 
This is a special trip exploring the connections between two of the 
world’s most famous ceramic traditions: Korea and Japan. Starting in 
Seoul, South Korea, we will visit individual pottery studios, shrines, 
temples, and some of world’s best museums. We’ll discover the unique 
cuisines of both South Korea and southern Japan which are far more 
varied than most people think! We’re keeping this tour very small so that 
we can be a little more adventurous than a large bus group, and so that 
we can take advantage of chance opportunities that may arise. 
  
We will add more information including background reading, suggestions on what to pack, and other useful 
information.  We suggest you travel light! 
 
Please note: The itinerary will be finalized approximately 30 days before departure. We are currently arranging 
studio visits, but they are subject to availability and their schedules. A final itinerary will be sent to you about two 
weeks prior to departure.  
 
Sunday June 30   Leave from mainland US 
 
Day 1: Monday July 1   
Arrive at Icheon (Seoul) International Airport.   
We will arrange for airport shuttles for those arriving in the late afternoon.  Upon arriving in the early evening we’ll 
gather for dinner at one of the local restaurants to sample traditional Korean cuisine. 
 
Hotel:  Sunbee Hotel, Insadong, Seoul South Korea or similar 
 
Day 2: Tuesday, July 2   
Breakfast in the hotel. 
Breakfast at the hotel. We’ll visit the National Museum of Korea. With more than 3 million square feet, it is the sixth 
largest museum in the world with more than 300,000 objects in its collection. 
 
In the afternoon, feel free to begin exploring the area surrounding Insadong neighborhood, famous for its old tea 
houses, art galleries, and local crafts. Nearby is the Gyeongbokgung Palace and the Changdeokgung Palace, the 
Jongmyo Shrine, and Bukchon Hanok Village.  The Bukchon Hanok Village is home to hundreds of traditional 
Korean houses that date back to the Joseon Dynasty.  
 
Dinner will be at one of Insadong’s many fabulous local restaurants. 
 
Hotel: Sunbee Hotel, Insadong, Seoul or similar 
 
Day 3 Wednesday July 3  
After breakfast, we will visit the beautiful Leeum 
Samsung Museum of Art. Over 120 artifacts are on 
display over four floors across three buildings. 
These works, many which are national treasures, 
include paintings, calligraphies, ceramics, metal 
works, and Buddhist sculptures. The museum was 
designed by three different architects: Swiss 



architect Mario Botta visualized the beauty of Korean porcelain by using terra 
cotta tiles, which symbolize earth and fire. French architect Jean Nouvel used 
glass and rusted stainless steel, for the first time anywhere, to express high 
technology in contemporary art. The Dutch architect Rem KoolHaas used 
unusual materials, such as black concrete, to make a black box, and designed a 
futuristic architectural space that appears to be floating in the air. 
 
In the afternoon, we’ll visit several galleries with noted ceramic collections and 
exhibitions.  
 
Dinner will be at an Insadong local eatery where we may join some of Korea’s 
best ceramic artists. 
 
 
Hotel: Sunbee Hotel, Insadong, Seoul or similar 
 
Day 4, Thursday July 4 
After breakfast at the hotel, we will be travel by van south to the famous Icheon pottery village which is home to 
more than 300 pottery studios.   Icheon has a history of ceramic culture that began over 5000 years ago and has 
been declared by UNESCO to be a City of Crafts and Folk Art. We’ll first visit the Icheon World Ceramics Center. The 
Center features a ceramic residency program, exhibitions, and a lovely sculpture park. Following lunch, we’ll have a 
chance to visit some of the local traditional potteries, and then we’ll visit a new pottery village featuring some more 
contemporary work. 
 
Hotel: Hotel Gloria, Icheon or similar 
 
Day 5, Friday July 5 
Breakfast at hotel. Today we’ll visit the studios of some of Korea’s finest traditional potters, including Mr Lee Kang-
hyo and our host, Mr Oh Hyang-jong. Mr Lee is a master of onggi pottery which he decorates using traditional 
buncheong glazes. Schedule permitting, we’ll have tea or dinner with Mr Lee.  
 
Day 6, Saturday July 6 
Breakfast at hotel and then off to visit studios and some 
important archaeological sites, including Paleolithic pottery 
sites, and museums including the Naju Museum. 
 
We’ll have a farewell party at a local restaurant featuring 
traditional foods and traditional Korean musicians. 
 
Hotel: Hotel Dubai, Gwangju City or similar 
 
Day 7, Sunday July 7 
Following an early breakfast at the hotel, we will travel by van to the airport to board a flight for Fukuoka, Japan. 
Arrive at Hakata airport and travel by van (60 minutes) to Karatsu.  
 
Hotel: Diwa Resort Hotel in Karatsu, or similar 
 
Day 8, Monday July 8  
Best known for its deceptively simple pottery, Karatsu is a peaceful coastal town on a western tip of Kyushu. The 
town’s name translates as “port to China,” a reference to the days ships sailed to Karatsu bringing ceramic wares 
from China. More significantly, Karatsu is where the talented Korean potters Toyotomi Hideyoshi forcibly brought 
back from his Korean raids between 1592 and 1598 (often dubbed the “pottery wars”) were first put to work before 
relocating to nearby Arita. Works by these Korean potters have defined the Karatsu-yaki (Karatsu wares) of today. 
One of the most acclaimed is Ryuta-gama kiln, headed by 82-year old Takashi Nakazato. His works are highly prized 
for their light, sensitive shapes and luminous use of glaze. A chawan (tea bowl) by Takashi Nakazato can fetch 
hundreds of thousands of yen.  Nakazato is the rebellious youngest of three Nakazato brothers, all direct 
descendants of the master potters who made wares exclusively for Karatsu Castle’s Matsuura lords until the Meiji 

The Naju Museum, Gwangju 
 



Restoration of 1868. Many of you may have met Mr Nakazato when he was in residence at STARworks a couple of 
years ago. Unfortunately he will not be in Japan during our visit, but we will be able to tour his pottery and kilns.  
. 
Hotel:  Diwa Resort Hotel, or similar 
 
Day 9  Tuesday July 9 
After breakfast at the hotel, we’ll jump in the van and travel to the 
famous porcelain town of Arita, home of the Kyushu Ceramic 
Museum and the Arita Ceramic Art Museum. This vibrantly-colored 
porcelain attracted the attention of Europeans living on Dejima 
island, Nagasaki, which was the only place in Japan at that time 
where foreigners were allowed to reside, and it was exported 
mainly to Europe through the East India Company in around 1650. 
Porcelain produced in the area surrounding the towns of Arita and 
Imari were exported from Imari port and therefore both styles were 
called “IMARI”. Even though the two styles are now distinctly 
different, with pottery from Arita called Arita ware and pottery 
from Imari called Imari ware, the term “IMARI” once also included a 
lot of Arita ware. 
Following lunch, feel free to wander the back streets of Arita to see the shops and kilns. 
 
Hotel: Diwa Resort Hotel, or similar 
 
Day 10  Wednesday July 10 
After breakfast, we’ll travel by van approximately 30 minutes to northern Nagasaki prefecture to explore Mikawachi 
ware. The origins of Mikawachi pottery can be traced back about four hundred years, to the time of the Japan's 
second invasion of Korea, led by Toyotomi Hideyoshi , who intended to conquer Korea and eventually Ming-
dynasty China. Returning to Japan after this campaign, Hirado’s feudal lord (daimyo), Matsuura Shigenobu brought 
back with him a number of captive Korean potters, one of whom was known simply as "Koseki". In 1598, Koseki 
opened a kiln in Nakano, and began producing the first porcelain ware ever made in Hirado. Mikawachi ware is also 
sometimes known as Hirado ware or Nakano ware. 
 
Traditional Japanese dinner will be at our hotel, a traditional ryokan (Japanese inn.) 
Hotel: Harazuru onsen Roppoukan, or similar 
 
Day 11, Thursday July 11 
Breakfast at hotel, then we will travel by van to visit the Maruwakama 
Koishiwara Pottery. Bernard Leach who is regarded as the “Father of British 
studio pottery” praised Koishiwara pottery ware as being the perfection of 
“Mingei” beauty. (The Mingei Movement focuses on the overlooked beauty of 
art and crafts made by average people that are practical and used in daily life 
Decorations often include “chattering” in simple geometric patterns. We’ll 
visit the Maruwa-kama pottery before lunch and then after lunch we’ll visit 
the Koisiwara Pottery Museum briefly. 
 
Finally we’ll travel by van to visit the Onta-yaki museum and village.  
 
At the end of the day, we’ll have a final farewell dinner in Fukuoka!  
 

Hotel: New Otani in Hakata or similar 

 
Day 12, Friday July 12 
Breakfast at the hotel and leave for airport. 
 
Please contact us for any more details at (910) 428-9001, jamie@starworksnc.org 


