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Central Park NC Receives National Endowment for the Arts Grant 
Grant to support Firefest 2015 
Star, N.C. – National Endowment for the Arts (NEA Chaiman Jane Chu announced on 
December 2 that Central Park NC is one of only 163 nonprofit organizations nationwide 
to receive an NEA Challenge America grant.  Central Park NC is recommended for a 
$10,000 grant to support Firefest 2015. 
 
Firefest: Community Fueled Art, a two-day festival celebrating the role of fire in the 
creation of art, will be April 3 and 4 at STARworks in Star, NC.  Firefest provides an 
opportunity for the public to engage with some of the best-known national and 
international artists working in ceramics, glass and metal arts to create sculpture.  The 
public is invited to watch as guest artists create and install sculpture.  In addition to 
sculpture projects, each day will feature demonstrations, lectures and hands-on art 
programming activities by invited artists, and other local and guest artists. 
 
NEA Chairman Jane Chu said, “I’m pleased to be able to share the news of our support 
through Challenge America, including the award to Central Park NC.  The arts foster 
value, connection, creativity and innovation for the American people and these 
recommended grants demonstrate those attributes and affirm that the arts are part of our 
everyday lives.” 
 
“Firefest is a great opportunity for the public to learn more about ceramics, glass and 
metal sculpture,” said Nancy Gottovi, Central Park NC executive director. “We are 
incredibly grateful to receive an NEA Challenge America grant to help us line up 
renowned artists, and plan exciting and creative events for Firefest 2015.” 
 
The Challenge America category supports projects that extend the reach of the arts to 
underserved populations whose opportunities to experience the arts are limited by 
geography, ethnicity, economics or disability.  The NEA received 347 eligible Challenge 
America applications and will award 163 grants for a total of $1.63 million. 
 
For a complete listing of projects recommended for Challenge America support, please 
visit the NEA website at www.arts.gov.  Follow the conversation about this and other 
NEA-funded projects on Twitter at #NEAFall2014. 
 
Central Park NC is committed to improving the local economy by focusing on the natural 
resources and cultural arts of central North Carolina. Central Park NC is also home to 
STARworks Center for Creative Enterprises, which serves the creative sectors of the 
region’s economy. STARworks offers classes and workshops taught by qualified 
instructors in glassblowing, ceramics and metal, including high school and college credit 
glassblowing classes, and provides a means of growing and developing creative 
enterprises.   
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