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Central Park NC Receives Horn Foundation Grant 
Star, N.C. - Central Park NC has received a $25,000 grant from the John and Robyn Horn 
Foundation for a pilot STARworks Design Residency program. The grant will provide 
funding to allow designers, artists, and craftspeople from anywhere in the country to 
submit craft products for consideration for a limited run of production at STARworks 
with the assistance of STARworks skilled production and technical assistance teams.  
The goal of the program is to link makers with professional designers and marketers to 
produce well designed, well crafted objects, particularly aimed at the interior design 
market.  Currently, STARworks can accept ideas for work in the areas of ceramics, glass 
and metal.  
"Our hope is that we can kick-start new small businesses that focus on the production of 
high quality, well designed objects that might include lighting, tableware, furniture, and 
other products for the home,” said Executive Director Nancy Gottovi. "We're incredibly 
grateful for the Horn Foundation's support of a project that helps us link artists with 
economic and community development.” 

STARworks is currently home to Wet Dog Glass LLC, designers and manufacturers of 
some of the world’s most energy efficient glass studio equipment, STARworks Ceramics 
Materials and Research, developers and manufacturers of high quality native pottery clay 
materials and technical assistance, STARworks Glass Lab, a state of the art glass studio 
that provides artist residency programs, studio rental, educational programs, and its own 
line of production glassware.  STARworks Clay Studios also provides ceramic residency 
programs, educational programming and studio rentals.  
Together they have created more than 50 jobs in the arts-related manufacturing sectors 
with average wages currently at $35,000 per year – well above the average wage for 
North Carolina. In addition, these small businesses are deeply committed to ensuring a 
strong and sustainable economy. 
The Horn Foundation is a private grant making foundation based out of Arkansas. The 
mission of the foundation is to support art and art education projects.   
Central Park NC is committed to improving the local economy by focusing on the natural 
resources and cultural arts of central North Carolina. Central Park NC is also home to 
STARworks Center for Creative Enterprises, which serves the creative sectors of the 
region’s economy.  More information can be found at www.centralparknc.org or 
www.starworksnc.org. 
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